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The Relationship between School Climate and School Performance 
 

April 7, 2009 Research Report 
 

Diane M. Monrad, John May, Christine DiStefano 
Sarah Gareau, Tommy Ishikawa, Anita Rawls, Diana Mindrila, Karen Price 

 
 

Background of the Research 
 
 In 2007, the SCEPC completed a study of 32 schools designated by the Education 

Oversight Committee (EOC) as gap-closing schools based upon a 4-year history of high 

performance by historically underachieving students at the identified schools.  An important 

finding of this research was that gap-closing elementary schools differed from other elementary 

schools on key climate indicators as measured by the state’s school climate surveys in 2005.  

For example, teachers in gap-closing schools expressed more favorable opinions of the 

schools, particularly in the area of home-school relationships.  Students in gap-closing schools 

were more satisfied with the social-physical environment than students in the other schools. 

Similarly, parent survey differences indicated that parents in gap-closing schools tended to be 

more active in the schools as volunteers and rated the schools as higher for their efforts to 

engage parents. 

 Due to the intriguing findings of the study on gap-closing schools, the SCEPC, in 

collaboration with staff from the EOC and the SC Department of Education, decided to pursue 

state-wide research focused on school climate’s relationship with school performance and 

school improvement.  Unlike many other factors affecting school and student performance, 

school climate issues can be addressed at the school, district, and state levels as a component 

of a school’s overall improvement efforts.  Students and parents at selected grades (typically 5, 

8, and 11) along with teachers at every public school within the state complete a yearly survey 

to assess the school’s learning environment, parent-school relationships, and social and 

physical school factors.  The resulting data set provides a unique opportunity to examine the 

dimensions of school climate on a state-wide basis and the relationship of these dimensions to 

a variety of student and school outcome measures.  
 For the SCEPC’s 2007-2008 research, the 2006 school climate data for all schools in the 

state were analyzed to identify factors underlying the school climate surveys for teachers, 

students, and parents.  The factor structures were used to create four clusters of elementary, 

middle, and high schools within the state that varied on the identified dimensions of school 

climate. The relationship between school cluster membership and outcomes such as student 

test scores, growth in achievement, and attainment of No Child Left Behind student progress 
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goals was also investigated.  The results of this study showed that school climate factors were 

similar for teachers, students, and parents across organizational levels of schools.  Schools with 

the most positive climate met greater proportions of AYP objectives, had higher student 

achievement, had higher graduation rates, higher report card ratings, and had more positive 

values on other outcomes of interest to school reformers. 

 
Current Study 
 
 The goal of the current study is to validate our work with the 2006 climate surveys by 

analyzing the state surveys from 2007.  The 2007 surveys for teachers, students, and parents 

were analyzed using the same techniques as used for the 2006 surveys.  Schools were 

clustered based on their school climate data, and the relationships with a variety of outcome 

measures were examined. Today’s presentation includes preliminary data on the current study, 

including graphic presentations of student and school performance variables for schools with 

varying levels of school climate.  Future work will analyze 2008 surveys with the potential to 

examine school-level climate indicators and their relationship with school performance 

longitudinally.  

 

For SCEPC’s school climate papers and presentations, go to 

http://www.ed.sc.edu/scepc/projects.asp. 
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Methods 
 

Data Screening 
 
Removing cases  

• Examined data for duplicate cases and removed cases scanned twice 

• Deleted cases if more than 25% of the responses were missing within each scale  

Retaining cases with missing data  

• Imputed scores for cases with 25% or less missing data on each scale 

• Replaced missing data with the average of the individual’s responses for other items 

on the same scale 

• Maximized sample size for analyses  

 
Data Analysis 

 
Exploratory factor analysis (EFA) 

• Conducted separately for teachers, parents, and students 

• Used multiple criteria to evaluate EFA solutions  

• Created factor scores using “final” EFA solution 

• Aggregated factor scores to school level to provide comparisons at the school level 

• Independently verified solutions using 2006 and 2007 datasets 

 
Cluster analysis 

• Used student and teacher factor scores aggregated to the school level to group 

schools based on climate  

• Excluded schools with less than 10 teacher surveys and/or 15 student surveys from 

analyses 

• Conducted clustering by organizational level for both 2006 and 2007 datasets 

 
Relationships: Climate and outcome variables  

• Examined the relationships between schools’ climate factor scores, parent survey 

responses, and report card variables  

• Graphed profiles of factor scores for priority schools for 2006 and 2007 
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2006 and 2007 Teacher, Student, and Parent Survey Counts by Stage in the Analysis 
 

 Teacher  Student  Parent 
Stage of analysis 2006 2007  2006 2007  2006 2007 
Original file from South Carolina 
Department of Education 44,5921 44,980 

 
136,419 135,008  69,495 64,896 

After listwise deletion of don't 
know or not applicable 39,261 39,463 

 
NA2 NA2  37,084 34,764 

After removing duplicates 39,173 39,463  136,280 135,008  36,781 34,764 
After imputation3 35,599 36,537  132,440 132,476  35,067 34,260 

    1 Two records with extraneous characters were deleted. 
    2  Student surveys did not have a don’t know option; so, this stage is not applicable. 
    3 Respondents missing more than 25% of any subscale were deleted. Missing values for the remaining surveys were imputed by        

individual subscale mean. 
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2006 Teacher Factor Analysis of Climate Survey 

Factors 

 
Items 

Working 
Conditions/ 
Leadership 

Home-
School 

Relationship 
Instructional 

Focus Resources 
Physical 

Environment Safety 
The school leadership makes a sustained effort to 
address teacher concerns. 

93      
I feel supported by administrators at my school. 93      
I feel comfortable raising issues and concerns that are 
important to me. 

88      
The school administration provides effective instructional 
leadership. 

86      
Teachers at my school are recognized and appreciated 
for good work. 

79      
My decisions in areas such as instruction and student 
progress are supported. 

78      
Teachers at my school are encouraged to develop 
innovative solutions to problems. 

75      
The school administration communicates clear 
instructional goals for the school. 

74      
The level of teacher and staff morale is high at my 
school. 

73      
The faculty and staff at my school have a shared vision. 65      
I am satisfied with my current working conditions. 63      
The school administration sets high standards for 
students. 

61      
The school administration arranges for collaborative 
planning and decision making. 

61      
I am satisfied with the learning environment in my 
school. 

55      
School administrators visit classrooms to observe 
instruction. 

49      
The rules for behavior are enforced at my school. 44      
Rules and consequences for behavior are clear to 
students. 

38      
Teachers respect each other at my school. 37      
There are relevant professional development 
opportunities offered to teachers at my school. 

33      

Parents attend school meetings and other school events.  88     
Parents at my school are interested in their children's 
schoolwork.  88     
I am satisfied with home school relations.  84     
Parents attend conferences requested by teachers at my 
school.  83     
Parents participate as volunteer helpers in the school or 
classroom.  80     
Parents at my school support instructional decisions 
regarding their children.  78     
Parents at my school cooperate regarding discipline 
problems.  76     
Parents are involved in school decisions through 
advisory committees.  59     
Parents at my school understand the school's 
instructional programs.  56     
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2006 Teacher Factor Analysis of Climate Survey (continued)  
Factors 

Items 

Working 
Conditions/ 
Leadership 

Home-School 
Relationship 

Instructional 
Focus Resources 

Physical 
Environment Safety 

Students at my school behave well in class.  55     
Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the 
lunchroom, and on school grounds.  53     
Students at my school are motivated and interested in 
learning.  49     
Parents at my school are aware of school policies.  42     
Parents at my school know about school activities.  41     
Teachers at my school focus instruction on 
understanding, not just memorizing facts.   79    
Teachers at my school have high expectations for 
students' learning.   78    
Teachers at my school effectively implement the State 
Curriculum Standards.   77    
Student assessment information is effectively used by 
teachers to plan instruction.   72    
Effective instructional strategies are used to meet the 
needs of low achieving students.   67    
My school provides challenging instructional programs 
for students.   64    
Instructional strategies are used to meet the needs of 
academically gifted students.   51    
My school offers effective programs for students with 
disabilities.   41    
There is a sufficient amount of classroom time allocated 
to instruction in essential skills.   38    
Our school has sufficient computers for instructional use.    74   
I have sufficient space in my classroom to meet the 
educational needs of my students.    60   
I have access to reliable communication technology, 
including phone, fax, and e-mail.    54   
There is sufficient space for instructional programs at my 
school.    52   
Computers are used effectively for instruction at my 
school.    51   
There are sufficient materials and supplies available for 
classroom and instructional use.    49   
Our school has a good selection of library and media 
material.    47   
My class sizes allow me to meet the educational needs 
of my students.    39   
The hallways at my school are kept clean.     87  
The grounds around my school are kept clean.     81  
The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.     77  
The school building is maintained well and repaired 
when needed.     70  
I feel safe at my school during the school day.      91 
I feel safe at my school before and after school hours.      82 
I feel safe going to or coming from my school.      82 
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2006 Student Factor Analysis of Climate Survey 

 

Factors 

Items 
Learning 

Environment 

Social-
Physical 

Environment 
Expectations 

of Others Safety 
My teachers help students when they do not understand something. 71    
My teachers spend enough time helping me learn. 65    
My teachers want me to understand what I am learning, not just remember 
facts. 

63    
My teachers expect students to learn. 59    
My teachers do a good job teaching me mathematics. 53    
My teachers give homework assignments that help me learn better. 51    
My teachers give tests on what I learn in class. 48    
My teachers praise students when they do a good work. 47    
Teachers work together to help students at my school. 46    
My classes are interesting and fun. 44    
The textbooks and workbooks I use at my school really help me to learn. 44    
My teachers expect students to behave. 43    
My teachers do a good job teaching me English language arts. 43    
Work done by students can be seen on the walls of my school. 31    
Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the lunchroom, and on 
school grounds.  75   
Students at my school behave well in class.  74   
The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.  59   
The grounds around my school are kept clean.  53   
Teachers and students get along well with each other at my school.  47   
Students from different backgrounds get along well at my school.  45   
The hallways at my school are kept clean.  45   
Students at my school believe they can do a good work.  38   
Broken things at my school get fixed.  37   
I am satisfied with the social and physical environment at my school.  32   
My parent knows what I am expected to learn in school.   64  
My parent helps me with my homework when I need it.   62  
My parent knows how well I am doing in school.   60  
Parents at my school know their children's homework assignments.   56  
My school informs parents about school programs and activities.   56  
Parents volunteer and participate in activities at my school.   51  
I am satisfied with home-school relations.   49  
Parents are welcomed at my school.   47  
I feel safe at my school during the school day.    76 
I feel safe at my school before and after school hours.    65 
I feel safe going to or coming from my school.    63 

 



 

DRAFT - Please do not copy without permission. 
SCEPC - College of Education, University of South Carolina, April 7, 2009 9

 

2006 Parent Factor Analysis of Climate Survey 

Factors 

Items 
Learning 

Environment 
Home School 
Relationship 

Social Physical 
Environment 

Teacher Care 
and Support 

My child's teachers encourage my child to learn. 87       
My child's school has high expectation for student learning. 77    
My child's teachers give homework that helps my child learn. 74    
My child's teachers provide extra help when my child needs it. 61    
I am satisfied with the learning environment at my child's school. 57    
My child's school considers changes based on what parents say.  69   
The principal at my school is available and welcoming.  63   
My child's school includes me in decision-making.  62   
I am satisfied with the home-school relations at my child's school.  59   
My child's school treats all students fairly.  56   
My child's school schedules activities at times that I can attend.  54   
My child's school gives me information about what my child should be 
learning in school.  49   
My child's school returns my phone calls or e-mails promptly.  43   
My child feels safe at school.   83  
I am satisfied with the social and physical environment at my child's 
school.   75  
Students at my child's school are well behaved.   67  
My child's school is kept neat and clean.   66  
My child's teachers care about my child as an individual.   41  
My child's teachers tell me how I can help my child learn.    79 
My child's teachers contact me to say good things about my child.    76 
My child's teachers invite me to visit my child's classroom during the 
school day.       64 
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2007 Teacher Factor Analysis of Climate Survey   
Factors 

Items 

Working 
Conditions/ 
Leadership 

Home-
School 

Relationship 
Instructional 

Focus Resources 
Physical 

Environment Safety 
I feel supported by administrators at my school. 95      
The school leadership makes a sustained effort to address 
teacher concerns. 

92      
I feel comfortable raising issues and concerns that are 
important to me. 

86      
The school administration provides effective instructional 
leadership. 

86      
My decisions in areas such as instruction and student progress 
are supported. 

79      
Teachers at my school are recognized and appreciated for 
good work. 

77      
The school administration communicates clear instructional 
goals for the school. 

76      
Teachers at my school are encouraged to develop innovative 
solutions to problems. 

72      
The level of teacher and staff morale is high at my school. 71      
The faculty and staff at my school have a shared vision. 68      
I am satisfied with my current working conditions. 66      
Teacher evaluation at my school focuses on instructional 
improvement. 

63      
The school administration sets high standards for students. 60      
The school administration arranges for collaborative planning 
and decision making. 

60      
I am satisfied with the learning environment in my school. 59      
School administrators visit classrooms to observe instruction. 49      
The rules for behavior are enforced at my school. 44      
Rules and consequences for behavior are clear to students. 38      
Teachers respect each other at my school. 36      
Parents attend school meetings and other school events.  89     
Parents at my school are interested in their children's 
schoolwork.  88     
I am satisfied with home school relations.  84     
Parents attend conferences requested by teachers at my 
school.  84     
Parents participate as volunteer helpers in the school or 
classroom.  81     
Parents at my school support instructional decisions regarding 
their children.  78     
Parents at my school cooperate regarding discipline problems.  76     
Parents are involved in school decisions through advisory 
committees.  62     
Parents at my school understand the school's instructional 
programs.  59     
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2007 Teacher Factor Analysis of Climate Survey (continued)  
Factors 

Items 

Working 
Conditions/ 
Leadership 

Home-School 
Relationship 

Instructional 
Focus Resources 

Physical 
Environment Safety 

Students at my school behave well in class.  54     
Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the 
lunchroom, and on school grounds.  51     
Students at my school are motivated and interested in 
learning.  50     
Parents at my school know about school activities.  44     
Parents at my school are aware of school policies.  43     
Teachers at my school focus instruction on understanding, 
not just memorizing facts.   79    
Teachers at my school have high expectations for students' 
learning.   77    
Teachers at my school effectively implement the State 
Curriculum Standards.   76    
Student assessment information is effectively used by 
teachers to plan instruction.   72    
Effective instructional strategies are used to meet the 
needs of low achieving students.   67    
My school provides challenging instructional programs for 
students.   64    
Instructional strategies are used to meet the needs of 
academically gifted students.   52    
My school offers effective programs for students with 
disabilities.   42    
There is a sufficient amount of classroom time allocated to 
instruction in essential skills.   37    
Our school has sufficient computers for instructional use.    74   
Computers are used effectively for instruction at my school.    56   
I have sufficient space in my classroom to meet the 
educational needs of my students.    54   
There are sufficient materials and supplies available for 
classroom and instructional use.    52   
There is sufficient space for instructional programs at my 
school.    50   
Our school has a good selection of library and media 
material.    47   
I have access to reliable communication technology, 
including phone, fax, and e-mail.    39   
My class sizes allow me to meet the educational needs of 
my students.    36   
The hallways at my school are kept clean.     88  
The grounds around my school are kept clean.     82  
The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.     77  
The school building is maintained well and repaired when 
needed.     69  
I feel safe at my school during the school day.      91 
I feel safe at my school before and after school hours.      83 
I feel safe going to or coming from my school.      82 
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2007 Student Factor Analysis of Climate Survey 
 

Factors 

Items 
Learning 

Environment 

Social-
Physical 

Environment 
Expectations 

of Others Safety 
My teachers help students when they do not understand something. 71    
My teachers spend enough time helping me learn. 65    
My teachers want me to understand what I am learning, not just remember facts. 63    
My teachers expect students to learn. 58    
My teachers do a good job teaching me mathematics. 53    
My teachers give homework assignments that help me learn better. 50    
My teachers give tests on what I learn in class. 47    
My teachers praise students when they do a good work. 45    
Teachers work together to help students at my school. 45    
My classes are interesting and fun. 44    
The textbooks and workbooks I use at my school really help me to learn. 42    
My teachers expect students to behave. 42    
My teachers do a good job teaching me English language arts. 42    
Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the lunchroom, and on 
school grounds.  73   
Students at my school behave well in class.  73   
The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.  58   
The grounds around my school are kept clean.  53   
Teachers and students get along well with each other at my school.   46   
Students from different backgrounds get along well at my school.  45   
The hallways at my school are kept clean.  44   
Students at my school believe they can do a good work.  38   
Broken things at my school get fixed.   37   
I am satisfied with the social and physical environment at my school.  32   
My parent knows what I am expected to learn in school.   63  
My parent helps me with my homework when I need it.   62  
My parent knows how well I am doing in school.   60  
Parents at my school know their children's homework assignments.   56  
My school informs parents about school programs and activities.   55  
I am satisfied with home-school relations.   50  
Parents volunteer and participate in activities at my school.   49  
Parents are welcomed at my school.   47  
I feel safe at my school during the school day.    74 
I feel safe at my school before and after school hours.    64 
I feel safe going to or coming from my school.       62 
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2007 Parent Factor Analysis of Climate Survey  
Factors 

Items 
Learning 

Environment 
Home-School 
Relationship 

Social 
Physical 

Environment 
Teacher Care 
and Support 

My child's teachers encourage my child to learn. 85       
My child's school has high expectation for student learning. 74    
My child's teachers give homework that helps my child learn. 69    
My child's teachers provide extra help when my child needs it. 61    
I am satisfied with the learning environment at my child's school. 58    
My child feels safe at school.  85   
I am satisfied with the social and physical environment at my child's school.  70   
My child's school is kept neat and clean.  66   
Students at my child's school are well behaved.  63   
My child's teachers care about my child as an individual.  37   
My child's teachers tell me how I can help my child learn.   81  
My child's teachers contact me to say good things about my child.   79  
My child's teachers invite me to visit my child's classroom during the school day.   69  
The principal at my school is available and welcoming.    65 
My child's school treats all students fairly.    61 
I am satisfied with the home-school relations at my child's school.    60 
My child's school considers changes based on what parents say.    55 
My child's school schedules activities at times that I can attend.    48 
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Mean Percentage of AYP Objectives Met by School Level and Cluster Type  
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Absolute Report Card Ratings by School Level and Cluster Type  
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Percentage of Achievement Outcomes Met at the Elementary School Level by Cluster Type 
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Percentage of Achievement Outcomes Met at the Middle School Level by Cluster Type 
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 Percentage of Achievement Outcomes Met at the High School Level by Cluster Type 
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Average Length of Tenure for Principals for Elementary, Middle, and High School Levels by Cluster Type 
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Student Related School Report Card Variables at the Elementary, Middle, and High School Levels by Cluster Type 
 
 

Elementary school Middle school High school 
Cluster Cluster Cluster 

  

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
2006 96.7 96.3 96.2 95.7 96.2 96.1 95.3 94.8 96.1 95.5 95.4 94.9 

Student attendance 2007 96.3 96.2 96.1 95.8  96.3 95.8 95.3 94.9  95.8 95.6 95.8 94.8 
 

2006 0.8 1.3 1.4 3.4 4.5 4.0 7.4 7.0 6.6 9.3 10.8 13.3 
% students over age  2007 0.9 1.2 1.4 1.8  1.5 2.4 3.0 3.6  2.9 4.3 4.7 5.2 

 
2006 2.6 3.2 3.3 4.3 2.4 2.4 3.4 4.5 5.0 7.0 7.7 9.7 

% students retained 2007 2.7 2.7 3.3 3.5  1.9 2.6 3.4 3.8  4.6 7.2 7.2 7.9 
 

2006 7.9 8.0 8.3 8.0 12.0 10.7 14.0 12.9 10.8 12.7 13.3 14.7 % students identified as 
special needs 2007 7.1 7.4 8.2 7.5  9.7 12.2 12.0 13.3  10.8 12.0 12.8 13.2 

 
2006         1.8 3.2 3.6 4.3 

Dropout rate  2007           3.0 3.4 4.3 5.1 
 

2006     1.5 1.9 2.7 3.2 1.8 2.3 3.0 2.5 
% out of school 
suspensions/expulsions for 
violent/criminal offenses  2007      0.9 2.0 2.7 3.9  1.3 2.8 3.3 4.0 

 
2006      23.3 25.5 21.9 14.3     % of 7th & 8th graders enrolled 

in HS credit courses 2007      25.1 27.4 27.4 18.3      
 

2006         15.7 13.6 13.9 16.2 % students participating in 
AP/IB courses 2007           19.2 14.2 14.5 13.3 

 
2006         * * * * % of students eligible for Life 

Scholarships 2007           39.3 30.9 28.9 28.1 
Note:  * indicates missing data 



 

  
Teacher Related School Report Card Variables at the Elementary, Middle, and High School Levels by Cluster Type 

 
 

Elementary school Middle school High school 
Cluster Cluster Cluster 

 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
2006 95.0 94.8 94.4 93.7 94.9 94.5 94.7 94.4 95.3 95.3 95.1 95.4 

Teacher attendance 2007 95.1 94.8 94.8 94.7  95.3 95.1 94.9 94.1  95.8 95.6 95.4 94.9 
 

2006 88.3 86.5 84.5 83.7 85.9 86.3 79.4 79.9 87.8 86.1 84.0 80.3 
Teacher retention rate 2007 87.5 86.9 83.6 82.1  85.9 82.5 81.2 79.5  87.6 84.3 83.6 80.5 

 
2006 1.1 2.1 2.4 5.2 5.5 6.1 12.1 11.5 6.2 9.8 12.4 20.4 % teachers on emergency or 

provisional contracts 2007 0.8 1.2 1.7 2.9  2.3 7.1 9.6 11.4  5.2 8.8 12.6 13.2 
 

2006 * * * * * * * * * * * * % teachers on continuing 
contracts 2007 81.1 79.8 75.8 73.2  80.2 72.2 70.4 66.6  76.9 74.7 69.4 67.0 

 
2006 3.3 4.3 4.7 11.3 8.3 9.3 13.3 17.9 7.5 10.0 14.2 16.8 % classes not taught by highly 

qualified teachers 2007 2.0 2.4 2.9 4.6  3.5 5.6 6.9 11.9  2.9 4.8 8.0 9.5 
 

2006 14.3 13.7 13.9 14.5 12.0 11.3 12.9 13.2 12.3 11.5 12.2 11.9 Number of professional days 
per teacher 2007 14.1 13.7 14.1 14.3  13.1 13.0 12.5 13.8  13.4 11.7 13.2 13.2 

Note:  * indicates missing data 
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Percentage of Schools with Each Report Card Rating by School Level and Cluster Type  
 

Elementary School 
 Unsatisfactory 

1 
Below Average 

2 
Average 

3 
Good 

4 
Excellent 

5 
Cluster 1 0.56 6.78 32.77 42.37 17.51 
Cluster 2 3.73 20.33 43.57 26.56 5.81 
Cluster 3 11.43 36.43 38.57 12.14 1.43 

2006 

Cluster 4 34.29 54.29 11.43 0.00 0.00 
Cluster 1 1.79 8.52 40.81 37.67 11.21 
Cluster 2 6.35 19.84 46.83 24.60 2.38 
Cluster 3 11.54 42.95 40.38 3.85 1.28 

2007 

Cluster 4 30.00 42.22 23.33 4.44 0.00 
Middle School 
 Unsatisfactory 

1 
Below Average 

2 
Average 

3 
Good 

4 
Excellent 

5 
Cluster 1 4.17 33.33 44.79 16.67 1.04 
Cluster 2 9.84 21.31 49.18 16.39 3.28 
Cluster 3 41.27 47.62 11.11 0.00 0.00 

2006 

Cluster 4 54.29 37.14 8.57 0.00 0.00 
Cluster 1 4.65 18.60 44.19 25.58 6.98 
Cluster 2 14.14 38.38 43.43 4.04 0.00 
Cluster 3 29.17 34.38 29.17 6.25 1.04 

2007 

Cluster 4 65.52 27.59 6.90 0.00 0.00 
High School 
 Unsatisfactory 

1 
Below Average 

2 
Average 

3 
Good 

4 
Excellent 

5 
Cluster 1 0.00 0.00 14.29 17.86 67.86 
Cluster 2 7.59 6.33 22.78 39.24 24.05 
Cluster 3 16.95 13.56 35.59 27.12 6.78 

2006 

Cluster 4 44.44 27.78 5.56 11.11 11.11 
Cluster 1 0.00 7.41 22.22 40.74 29.63 
Cluster 2 8.77 26.32 14.04 38.60 12.28 
Cluster 3 15.28 25.00 25.00 31.94 2.78 

2007 

Cluster 4 27.78 30.56 16.67 16.67 8.33 
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2006 and 2007 Teacher Survey Counts and Number of Schools by School Classification and Stage in the Analysis 
 
2006 Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After not applicable 

removed 
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation1
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        590 20,753 18,985 18,930 17,273 17,273
Middle        

        
     

       
        
        

    

226 9,126 8,047 8,039 7,264 7,264
High 185 11,219 9,467 9,444 8,512 8,512
Multiple report card 

 
 49 1,584 1,315 1,314 1,211 1,211

Primary 34 1,062 945 944 874 874
Career 38 679 426 426 395 395
Special 16 169 76 76 70 70
 Total 1,138        44,5922 39,261 39,173 35,599 35,599

 
2007 Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After not applicable 

removed 
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation1
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        591 20,699 18,989 18,989 17,680 17,680
Middle        

        
     

        

      

237 9,262 8,150 8,150 7,550 7,550
High 186 11,295 9,453 9,453 8,662 8,662
Multiple report card 

 
 55  1,775 1,456 1,456 1,321 1,321

Primary 34 1,079 951 951 890 890
Career  40      713 402 402 375 375 
Special 
 

 17      157 62 62 59 59 
Total 1,160 44,980 39,463 39,463 36,537 36,537

1 Respondents missing more than 25% of any subscale were deleted. Missing values for the remaining surveys were imputed by individual subscale mean. 
2 Two records with extraneous characters were deleted. 
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2006 and 2007 Student Survey Counts and Number of Schools by School Classification and Stage in the Analysis 

 
2006 Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After don’t know 

removed1
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation2
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        591 48,814 48,814 48,814 47,678 47,678
Middle        

        
     

       
        

      

        

224 44,307 44,307 44,268 43,126 43,126
High 182 33,079 33,079 32,979 31,903 31,903
Multiple report card 

 
 45 5,134 5,134 5,134 4,992 4,992

Career 36 4,681 4,681 4,681 4,454 4,454
Special
 

6 404 404 404 287 287
Total 1,084 136,419 136,419 136,280 132,440 132,440

2007 Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After don’t know 

removed1
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation2
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        588 47,765 47,765 47,765 47,101 47,101
Middle        

        
     

       
        

      

233 44,764 44,764 44,764 44,032 44,032
High 185 32,028 32,028 32,028 31,229 31,229
Multiple report card 

 
 52 5,348 5,348 5,348 5,262 5,262

Career 40 4,646 4,646 4,646 4,440 4,440
Special
 

7 457 457 457 412 412
Total 1,105 135,008 135,008 135,008 132,476 132,476

1 Student surveys do not have a don’t know option; so, this stage was not applicable.
2 Respondents missing more than 25% of any subscale were deleted. Missing values for the remaining surveys were imputed by individual subscale mean. 
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2006 and 2007 Parent Survey Counts and Number of Schools by School Classification and Stage in the Analysis 
 
2006  Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After don’t know 

removed 
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation1 
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        592 32,926 18,509 18,327 17,473 17,473
Middle        

        
     

       
        

      

        

225 20,773 10,469 10,386 9,923 9,923
High 182 11,041 5,600 5,591 5,320 5,320
Multiple report card 

 
 48 2,700 1,495 1,489 1,412 1,412

Career 36 1,893 910 887 852 852
Special
 

5 162 101 101 87 87
Total 1,088 69,495 37,084 36,781 35,067 35,067

2007  Number of surveys 

School classification  
Number of 

schools 
Received from 

SCDE 
After don’t know 

removed 
After duplicates 

removed 
After 

imputation1 
After exploratory 
factor analysis 

Elementary        587 30,493 17,249 17,249 17,002 17,002
Middle        

        
     

       
        

      

234 19,621 9,855 9,855 9,728 9,728
High 185 10,213 5,211 5,211 5,128 5,128
Multiple report card 

 
 54 2,838 1,575 1,575 1,544 1,544

Career 39 1,563 777 777 763 763
Special
 

5 168 97 97 95 95
Total 1,104 64,896 34,764 34,764 34,260 34,260

1 Respondents missing more than 25% of any subscale were deleted. Missing values for the remaining surveys were imputed by individual subscale mean. 
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2006 Teacher, Student, and Parent Factor Scores Means by Cluster and Organizational Level 
 

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
N             177 241 140 35 96 61 63 35 31 81 60 18

            
Teacher Factors             
Working Conditions Leadership             0.43 0.23 -0.32 -0.81 0.25 -0.09 -0.43 -0.97 0.34  0.04 -0.32 -1.04
Home-School Relationship 0.67            0.22 -0.29 -0.98 0.10 -0.05 -0.74 -1.09 0.32 -0.18 -0.58 -1.04
Instructional Focus 0.39            0.19 -0.08 -0.63 0.13 -0.03 -0.29 -0.72 0.14 -0.15 -0.44 -0.97
Resources 0.44            0.15 -0.22 -0.68 0.21 -0.33 -0.22 -0.98 0.30 -0.03 -0.38 -0.67
Physical Environment             0.44 0.09 -0.22 -0.94 0.36 -0.29 -0.15 -0.79 0.44  0.11 -0.57 -0.74
Safety 0.36            0.16 -0.15 -0.75 0.22 -0.05 -0.42 -0.84 0.30  0.07 -0.29 -1.18
             
Student Factors             
Learning Environment             0.56 0.44  0.35  0.26 -0.04 -0.17 -0.23 -0.19 -0.15 -0.34 -0.44 -0.60
Social-Physical Environment             0.57 0.19 -0.01 -0.27  0.05 -0.28 -0.39 -0.55  0.36 -0.01 -0.29 -0.47
Home-School Relationship             0.53 0.39  0.29  0.16  0.01 -0.10 -0.15 -0.16 -0.19 -0.38 -0.44 -0.54
Safety 0.32            0.13  0.00 -0.23  0.10 -0.07 -0.24 -0.32  0.21 -0.05 -0.25 -0.38
             
Parent Factors*             
Learning Environment 0.30            0.14 0.01 -0.23 -0.07 -0.16 -0.30 -0.46  0.08 -0.16 -0.33 -0.47
Social-Physical Environment 0.45            0.20 0.00 -0.43 -0.04 -0.21 -0.49 -0.72  0.15 -0.25 -0.52 -0.73
Teacher Care and Support 0.32            0.21 0.15  0.03 -0.17 -0.23 -0.20 -0.35 -0.15 -0.30 -0.36 -0.47
Home-School Relationship 0.32            0.16 0.03 -0.24 -0.10 -0.19 -0.30 -0.50  0.00 -0.23 -0.33 -0.53
*Note: Parents were not included in the cluster analysis; the assignment of parent to cluster was based on the school. 
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2007 Teacher, Student, and Parent Factor Scores Means by Cluster and Organizational Level. 
 

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
N             223 126 157 90 43 99 96 29 27 59 73 37

            
Teacher Factors             
Working Conditions Leadership 0.42  0.02  0.06 -0.56  0.38  0.14 -0.38 -0.80  0.32  0.08 -0.27 -0.72 
Home-School Relationship 0.60  0.21 -0.03 -0.60  0.46 -0.06 -0.52 -1.13  0.37 -0.20 -0.50 -0.92 
Instructional Focus 0.35  0.12  0.10 -0.26  0.26  0.05 -0.28 -0.72  0.13 -0.16 -0.41 -0.67 
Resources 0.37 -0.15  0.16 -0.49  0.33  0.08 -0.37 -0.88  0.31  0.10 -0.33 -0.63 
Physical Environment 0.40 -0.29  0.25 -0.53  0.43  0.19 -0.27 -0.99  0.35  0.16 -0.25 -0.92 
Safety 0.33  0.07  0.07 -0.49  0.31  0.10 -0.29 -0.87  0.27  0.07 -0.22 -0.68 
             
Student Factors             
Learning Environment 0.54  0.49  0.30  0.30   0.12 -0.14 -0.24 -0.29 -0.05 -0.28 -0.39 -0.40 
Social-Physical Environment 0.51  0.22  0.00 -0.17   0.29 -0.18 -0.34 -0.58  0.49  0.02 -0.18 -0.38 
Home-School Relationship 0.51  0.43  0.27  0.23   0.17 -0.09 -0.16 -0.23 -0.11 -0.30 -0.39 -0.45 
Safety 0.29  0.15 -0.01 -0.11   0.30 -0.03 -0.15 -0.39  0.27 -0.01 -0.18 -0.34 
             
Parent Factors*             
Learning Environment 0.29  0.18  0.06 -0.01  0.09        -0.16 -0.26 -0.52  0.06 -0.18 -0.26 -0.51
Social-Physical Environment 0.40  0.20  0.06 -0.15  0.18        -0.19 -0.38 -0.76  0.21 -0.23 -0.44 -0.73
Teacher Care and Support 0.31  0.25  0.15  0.16 -0.05        -0.20 -0.27 -0.41 -0.13 -0.30 -0.31 -0.45
Home-School Relationship 0.31  0.19  0.04 -0.08  0.07        -0.17 -0.28 -0.55  0.07 -0.21 -0.30 -0.55

 *Note: Parents were not included in the cluster analysis; the assignment of parent to cluster was based on the school. 
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2006 Parent Survey Items Mean Percentage Agreement by Cluster and Organizational Level 
  

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
N 177 241 140 35 96 61 63 35 31 81 60 18 
             
Learning Environment α             
My child's teachers give homework 
that helps my child learn. 94.83 93.80 92.00 90.46 90.49 89.42 87.29 84.47 91.70 90.13 88.20 83.47 
My child's school has high 
expectation for student learning. 95.55 92.77 89.63 84.29 91.70 89.51 83.14 78.62 93.14 89.52 84.62 79.91 
My child's teachers encourage my 
child to learn. 95.29 93.75 92.34 88.03 90.98 89.83  87.42 84.23 92.86 89.83 86.29 86.60
My child's teachers provide extra help 
when my child needs it. 89.22 86.36 84.13 82.27 83.81 82.37 78.18 73.37 89.83 85.13 81.21 81.45 
I am satisfied with the learning 
environment at my child's school. 92.34 87.66 83.19 71.82 84.81 80.40 73.61 66.63 87.40 82.30 76.69 64.92 
             
Home-School Relationship α             
My child's teachers contact me to say 
good things about my child. 75.10 69.62 66.73 61.48 56.11 51.34 52.02 46.29 56.56 52.86 46.39 51.64 
My child's teachers tell me how I can 
help my child learn. 83.45 80.31 77.29 74.40 65.07 61.56  63.48 59.08 63.10 57.35 54.83 49.68
My child's teachers invite me to visit 
my child's classroom during the 
school day. 77.06 75.78 75.69 78.72 55.27 54.27  61.21 57.61 53.44 49.89 50.45 46.33
My child's school returns my phone 
calls or e-mails promptly. 91.17 87.41 83.48 74.15 82.52 78.74 74.31 69.29 83.58 77.45 72.77 69.36 
My child's school includes me in 
decision-making. 83.55 80.35 77.89 69.90 71.16 65.72 66.14 60.31 71.27 65.50 61.73 63.61 
My child's school gives me 
information about what my child 
should be learning in school. 89.68 85.40 82.80 78.19 76.92 76.47 72.73 67.27 77.11 72.18 71.13 69.47 
My child's school considers changes 
based on what parents say. 78.18 73.97 68.12 58.29 62.74 59.61 55.87 50.95 64.36 60.03 55.06 52.35 
My child's school schedules activities 
at times that I can attend. 88.60 83.88 80.69 74.34 80.60 80.56 74.75 71.21 84.16 78.68 75.30 72.67 
My child's school treats all students 
fairly. 86.55 81.17 77.23 66.59 72.27 69.32  65.00 57.94 73.59 67.74 63.30 60.34

DRAFT - Please do not copy without permission.       68
SCEPC - College of Education, University of South Carolina, April 7, 2009 



 

DRAFT - Please do not copy without permission.       69

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
The principal at my school is available 
and welcoming. 91.44 88.46 85.25 77.95 86.06 81.93  79.32 75.30 84.63 81.01 76.26 73.59
I am satisfied with the home-school 
relations at my child's school. 90.56 87.15 82.51 76.21 80.68 76.82 75.93 68.92 82.33 76.07 74.78 67.71 
             
Social and Physical Environment α             
My child's school is kept neat and 
clean. 97.87 95.56 93.27 85.10 93.69 87.00  82.67 72.47 94.87 87.43 75.92 77.85
My child feels safe at school. 96.79 93.77 91.05 79.33 89.36 87.39 77.11 71.30 92.75 86.37 76.84 72.75 
My child's teachers care about my 
child as an individual. 93.24 90.72 88.61 83.87 85.05 83.67  80.27 73.64 86.44 82.31 76.60 78.76
Students at my child's school are well 
behaved. 86.87 76.02 66.62 52.26 68.07 60.89 45.81 40.70 73.72 61.14 51.50 40.04 
I am satisfied with the social and 
physical environment at my child's 
school. 93.05 87.92 83.55 71.19 82.11 76.74  67.97 61.73 87.01 77.41 68.41 57.27
             
Parent Participation b             
Attend Open Houses or parent-
teacher conferences. 89.95 85.43 81.97 73.96 80.41 82.26 71.87 70.72 79.62 70.75 66.74 67.40 
Attend student programs or 
performances. 89.49 84.74 81.61 73.29 79.43 80.31 72.88 71.02 80.05 74.83 71.47 71.55 
Volunteer for school. 59.88 52.27 47.86 37.48 40.61 41.73  36.25 31.98 46.10 37.97 39.08 43.44
Go on trips with my child's school. 52.63 48.24 45.80 33.28 35.33 38.90 28.89 32.32 38.50 32.58 35.38 30.90 
Participate in School Improvement 
Council Meetings. 18.84 20.75 22.76 23.40 17.12 15.02  18.58 19.31 21.39 16.67 21.61 18.00
Participate in Parent-teacher-Student 
Organizations (PTA, PTO, etc.). 51.86 46.25 45.58 40.32 40.94 42.23 38.22 37.72 38.68 34.05 35.49 46.96 
Participate in school committees 
(textbook committee, spring carnival 
committee, etc.) 32.19 28.93 28.96 23.43 19.48 18.59  19.31 18.09 25.79 18.58 22.47 20.47
Attend parent workshops (how to help 
my child with school work, how to talk 
to my child about drugs, effective 
discipline, etc.). 34.64 34.34 36.22 36.62 29.18 27.39  31.20 28.84 29.57 25.43 27.48 28.68

 
 
 

SCEPC - College of Education, University of South Carolina, April 7, 2009 



 

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
Parent Responsibilities b             
Visit my child's classroom during the 
day. 53.91 55.00 57.43 59.97 29.43 30.93  38.65 39.07 24.32 23.01 26.88 32.02
Contact my child's teachers about my 
child's school work. 87.92 85.31 82.52 81.29 77.36 78.65  73.45 72.60 73.54 67.90 64.49 72.32
Limit the amount of time my child 
watches TV, plays video games, surfs 
the Internet, etc. 92.54 91.30 90.58 89.83 84.36 87.54  81.11 81.51 75.64 69.46 67.59 70.82
Make sure my child does his/her 
homework. 98.33 97.92 96.94 95.94 95.03 95.61 93.27 92.75 90.04 86.95 86.86 89.34 
Help my child with homework when 
he/she needs it. 98.46 97.65 97.26 96.53 93.85 95.40  92.05 91.53 85.23 84.45 81.84 88.33
             
Parent Involvement Obstacles c             
Lack of transportation reduces my 
involvement. 7.96 12.54 15.69 20.76 12.03 9.35 18.66 18.08 11.16 13.62 14.97 11.97 
Family health problems reduce my 
involvement. 12.27 14.54 15.85 19.82 17.06 16.14 19.89 20.73 18.95 18.09 18.36 19.30 
Lack of available care for my children 
or other family members reduces my 
involvement. 14.16 16.16 17.83 18.45 14.00 14.17 15.81 18.93 12.10 13.49 14.48 13.08 
My work schedule makes it hard to be 
involved. 52.17 52.13 52.52 56.00 55.01 57.94  54.01 56.74 50.55 51.94 49.72 52.84
The school does not encourage my 
involvement. 9.55 12.09 14.38 20.40 21.84 22.05 24.94 30.90 22.39 25.48 29.59 25.60 
Information about how to be involved 
either comes too late or not at all. 13.93 18.24 22.57 32.93 29.81 33.63 36.58 42.87 31.07 36.07 40.35 37.80 
I don't feel like it is appreciated when I 
try to be involved. 9.26 11.63 13.59 16.03 17.22 17.11 20.65 23.94 18.21 20.18 24.35 21.05 
             
School Overall Effectiveness α             
The school's overall friendliness. *  97.15 96.53 95.77 91.56 95.11 94.50 91.58 89.77 93.52 94.17 91.19 93.31 
The school's interest in parent's ideas 
and opinions. *  94.00 92.24 91.38 87.35 87.52 86.22  82.33 79.66 87.86 84.22 80.76 77.53
The school's efforts to get important 
information from parents.  *  95.24 93.53 92.26 87.73 88.53 86.96  84.06 79.61 88.61 85.91 80.32 84.37
The school's efforts to give important 
information to parents. *   95.77 94.03 92.74 87.49 89.01 88.30 84.49 80.86 89.99 87.30 81.45 82.19 
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 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
How the school is doing overall.  * 96.98 95.59 94.09 86.21 92.85 91.63 86.80 80.48 92.38 91.39 87.47 82.99 
Notes:   α   Percent responding ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’ 

 b    Percent responding ‘I do this.’ 
 c    Percent responding ‘True’ 
 *    Item was reverse-coded. 
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2007 Parent Survey Items Mean Percentage Agreement by Cluster and Organizational Level 
  

 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
N 223 126 157 90 43 99  96 29 27 59 73 37
             
Learning Environment α             
My child's teachers give homework 
that helps my child learn. 94.06 93.45 93.23 92.45 92.00 88.24 88.91 80.53 91.28 89.76 87.97 82.69 
My child's school has high 
expectation for student learning. 96.01 94.37 92.32 89.29 95.09 90.51 88.47 78.59 94.94 90.40 88.01 80.09 
My child's teachers encourage my 
child to learn. 96.13 95.08 93.21 93.48 93.93 90.63  89.36 81.83 93.20 90.93 89.55 84.59
My child's teachers provide extra help 
when my child needs it. 89.81 87.96 84.63 85.11 86.43 81.48 79.81 69.16 87.85 84.52 84.45 77.61 
I am satisfied with the learning 
environment at my child's school. 92.07 89.09 86.17 81.80 88.67 81.70 78.21 61.81 90.25 82.21 77.75 67.50 
             
Home-School Relationship α             
My child's teachers contact me to say 
good things about my child. 74.24 71.53 67.88 65.76 60.14 54.79 51.16 43.31 61.73 53.03 50.58 46.25 
My child's teachers tell me how I can 
help my child learn. 83.04 80.65 78.60 78.97 70.74 65.35 61.37 56.47 63.84 57.73 55.10 48.90 
My child's teachers invite me to visit 
my child's classroom during the 
school day. 77.20 75.67 76.29 77.34 59.14 55.04 53.75 52.00 47.76 47.41 49.69 47.63 
My child's school returns my phone 
calls or e-mails promptly. 90.89 88.86 85.20 81.99 85.94 79.52 75.48 67.14 84.73 78.64 73.34 64.29 
My child's school includes me in 
decision-making. 83.00 80.51 78.85 77.16 76.48 70.79  70.25 59.43 74.20 65.77 64.60 56.24
My child's school gives me 
information about what my child 
should be learning in school. 89.27 87.32 85.04 81.47 81.99 76.14 74.38 68.03 78.51 74.94 73.02 65.83 
My child's school considers changes 
based on what parents say. 76.88 74.47 71.09 66.56 68.90 60.11 58.52 49.81 66.60 58.52 54.50 50.92 
My child's school schedules activities 
at times that I can attend. 88.24 86.29 81.91 79.74 83.36 79.61 76.81 71.25 86.13 81.71 78.68 70.81 
My child's school treats all students 
fairly. 86.59 83.33 78.43 74.44 79.24 70.91 68.46 55.53 77.18 68.93 64.21 56.93 
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 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
The principal at my school is available 
and welcoming. 91.41 90.31 87.37 84.36 89.99 84.28  81.82 71.63 84.95 83.06 80.19 67.49
I am satisfied with the home-school 
relations at my child's school. 90.92 88.09 84.54 81.34 83.98 79.44 76.44 64.75 83.28 78.94 75.20 64.56 
             
Social and Physical Environment α             
My child's school is kept neat and 
clean. 97.38 94.59 94.75 88.93 96.27 91.97  85.69 74.41 94.09 90.06 81.83 70.12
My child feels safe at school. 96.64 94.27 92.05 88.36 93.80 86.71 83.28 69.08 95.75 87.01 80.06 74.76 
My child's teachers care about my 
child as an individual. 93.71 91.18 87.76 87.71 88.75 84.20  80.89 74.32 90.54 83.03 80.56 75.40
Students at my child's school are well 
behaved. 86.36 78.20 70.58 59.26 79.28 61.74 53.36 40.12 81.83 63.09 53.38 42.97 
I am satisfied with the social and 
physical environment at my child's 
school. 92.72 88.00 85.28 77.94 89.10 79.14  73.50 57.88 90.12 80.82 71.37 63.15
             
Parent Participation b             
Attend Open Houses or parent-
teacher conferences. 89.64 86.95 81.06 79.94 86.46 80.79 76.77 73.92 78.78 73.45 69.14 67.84 
Attend student programs or 
performances. 89.21 85.82 81.94 78.56 86.02 80.21 75.98 73.58 80.70 75.96 70.81 66.14 
Volunteer for school. 58.67 53.60 44.73 42.07 48.84 37.39  36.44 34.37 50.44 37.34 34.81 32.55
Go on trips with my child's school. 52.99 51.23 42.47 40.62 41.89 35.83 33.35 25.93 41.57 32.42 32.26 28.02 
Participate in School Improvement 
Council Meetings. 19.30 20.80 21.18 21.17 18.54 18.45  19.17 19.59 22.50 18.77 18.04 20.68
Participate in Parent-teacher-Student 
Organizations (PTA, PTO, etc.). 50.79 48.67 44.63 42.95 45.48 40.61 39.52 35.46 43.00 36.11 35.46 35.28 
Participate in school committees 
(textbook committee, spring carnival 
committee, etc.) 31.60 31.56 27.06 24.53 23.95 20.26  20.44 16.70 26.67 17.37 19.13 19.81
Attend parent workshops (how to help 
my child with school work, how to talk 
to my child about drugs, effective 
discipline, etc.). 35.17 34.49 36.54 35.23 34.04 30.79  31.54 27.93 27.80 26.61 27.57 26.31
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 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
Parent Responsibilities b             
Visit my child's classroom during the 
day. 54.97 55.00 52.16 59.87 28.78 31.56  33.93 37.87 20.61 22.76 27.67 25.56
Contact my child's teachers about my 
child's school work. 88.45 87.75 82.60 81.91 82.25 77.47  74.94 67.58 73.71 70.38 64.63 60.15
Limit the amount of time my child 
watches TV, plays video games, surfs 
the Internet, etc. 91.89 91.94 90.28 88.34 88.71 84.28  82.95 83.86 77.92 73.71 71.63 69.87
Make sure my child does his/her 
homework. 98.30 98.46 97.34 96.30 96.41 94.46 93.83 94.21 91.91 90.18 88.60 82.69 
Help my child with homework when 
he/she needs it. 98.04 98.01 97.64 96.06 95.43 94.19  92.72 92.76 88.33 88.47 85.95 83.41
             
Parent Involvement Obstacles c             
Lack of transportation reduces my 
involvement. 8.65 10.18 14.59 15.90 8.08 12.70 14.50 18.98 7.34 11.93 12.91 16.50 
Family health problems reduce my 
involvement. 12.08 11.71 16.54 17.28 12.80 15.24 18.17 19.13 14.96 15.31 20.04 20.90 
Lack of available care for my children 
or other family members reduces my 
involvement. 14.52 15.55 15.57 17.19 11.36 12.88 14.99 19.46 10.06 11.26 15.76 17.08 
My work schedule makes it hard to be 
involved. 51.16 53.42 54.71 53.67 51.84 54.95  54.33 53.87 47.08 49.67 51.53 51.42
The school does not encourage my 
involvement. 10.02 10.85 14.66 16.19 16.46 22.90 24.16 31.02 18.32 25.16 27.80 34.00 
Information about how to be involved 
either comes too late or not at all. 13.62 16.00 22.15 25.99 22.30 31.87 35.92 41.48 26.70 35.02 39.11 48.15 
I don't feel like it is appreciated when I 
try to be involved. 8.38 10.66 13.69 15.16 12.09 15.88 18.16 25.01 15.16 21.45 21.13 22.91 
             
School Overall Effectiveness α             
The school's overall friendliness. *  97.52 97.10 96.40 94.92 96.00 94.81 93.24 91.92 96.70 94.80 93.12 91.32 
The school's interest in parent's ideas 
and opinions. *  94.30 93.54 91.97 89.97 90.22 87.50  85.56 79.86 88.66 86.71 84.43 81.08
The school's efforts to get important 
information from parents.  *  94.50 93.38 91.73 89.76 89.73 87.00  85.33 80.40 88.34 84.78 82.36 76.43
The school's efforts to give important 
information to parents. *   95.86 94.65 93.11 90.19 91.17 88.75 86.24 81.65 90.42 87.68 85.09 77.98 
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 Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools 
 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4 
How the school is doing overall.  * 96.98 96.06 94.47 92.41 95.17 92.85 89.76 81.34 94.52 92.85 90.45 83.09 
Notes:   α   Percent responding ‘Agree’ or ‘Strongly Agree’ 

 b    Percent responding ‘I do this.’ 
 c    Percent responding ‘True’ 
 *    Item was reverse-coded. 
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