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Highlights of the Family Reunion

The smell of barbecue and the buzz of kinfolk’s chatter filled the air as we gathered
together. Mary was just a Little tumbleweed the Last time we saw each other. Lots of
hugging, laughing and gossiping went on while we sipped Levonade and ate finger
foods with our gracious hostess, Ms. Harriett Williams, and the Midlands Writing
Project crew. Ms. Williams introduced our honored guest, Ms. Katie wood Ray), whom
she has known since Katie joined the MWP family in 1991. what a marvelous guest
she was as she spoke about what matters most when writing.

Katie introduced us to what writing caw look Like from chillin of various ages from
all parts of the USA. While the aroma of Uncle Bob’s ribs filled our nostrils, Katie
filled our eyes and ears with writing talk. we listened in on Elizabeth's conference
for Megaw's Visit, a delightful example of what is possible whewn students of writing
are glven the opportunity to present and explain the thinking behind thelr stories. we
also saw many examples of non-fiction stories writtew by the young-uns. The
Bunny, authored by an Bast Chester ECC Rindergarten student, was written to teach
her friends about the furry creatures and identified as her first “nonfixin” work. L Awm
the Snake, written from a snake’s point of view went tnto several divections as the
author talked about other animals and Lava flowing doww the hill. Z.ach's poetic
version of the seasons, titled, Good Things, Bad Things, gave his readers many
details and facts. Essie Mae’s story titled The way | Dance really got the party
started; it bnspired Awnt Lula to tell everyone to move thetr cars to that we could dawnce
tn the driveway and o the grass in front of the poreh as Cousin Junior cranked up the
boown box. We had a real hoedowwn.

Then Katie talked to an attentive crowd about different types of genres and
writing we can use to help our chillin get their creative juices flowing. She suggested
that we use authentic text to introduce writing strategies and craft. Owne example of
craft study used was comparing and contrasting ideas. we got to read the stories
Mow and Grandwma and Best Friends, both written by children and both excellent
exanmples of the this writing strategy). Awnother example of craft several students useo
was repeating key phrases or sentences in their writing. All the students’ stories
demonstrated that You can't underestimate the power of good teaching. “Home
training dow't hurt either,” adds Grandpa Carl. Katie continued by showing us an
album full of complex and interesting writings from kindergarten and first graders.
we focused on the time allowed for our chillin to write, writing topics, our expectations







